INTRODUCTION
Protologues and type materials provide crucial data in establishing the identity of a given species. In protologues, everything associated with a name including the citing of holotype is given by the author and the name (as a correct name or as a synonym) gets permanently attached with the designated type. The holotype has a central role in fixing the application of the name concerned. The authors examined names of new taxa published from India in four Indian journals, 'Bulletin of the Botanical Survey of India', 'Indian Journal of Forestry', 'Indian Forestor' and 'Journal of Economic and Taxonomic Botany) for the period between 1990 and 2004. The analysis revealed that names of 54 taxa in actuality with no holotypes traceable in the herbaria cited in the protologues. The examined names along with the cited location of the type (which could not be traced) are presented here alphabetically.
1. Adinandra collettiana T.K.Paul, Bull. Bot. Surv. India 35(1-4): 126. 1997 (1993 publ. 1997 
CONCLUSION
Essentially application of names of taxonomic groups is determined by means of nomenclatural types ., 2012) . During the present analysis 34 holotypes at CAL, 13 at MH, five at ASSAM, one each at BSI and BSD could not be traced in the respective herbarium. In two of our earlier publications (Bandyopadhyay et al., 2016 (Bandyopadhyay et al., , 2017 ) as well we have clearly indicated the missing of different types of many names that were published in two different journals, Rheedea (1991) (1992) (1993) (1994) (1995) (1996) (1997) (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) (2003) (2004) and Nordic Journal of Botany (1990 Botany ( -2004 . Many fail to appreciate the importance of maintenance of types which help in resolving nomenclatural confusions that crop up in revisionary studies. The onus of depositing types goes with the author(s) while the maintenance responsibility goes with the herbarium concerned. Lapse either in deposition or maintenance leads to nonavailability of these specimens to bonafide researchers. Looking at the number of misplaced holotypes, it is necessary that we ensure the holotype deposition in a herbarium and its easy access to bonafide researchers prior to publication of new species. Herbaria which accept such depositions should ensure their scrupulous conservation.
During the 19th International Botanical Congress held at Shenzhen, China in July, 2017, the concept of registration of names of algae, bryophytes and vascular plants has been accepted, but it would come into effect after the 20th International Botanical Congress to be held at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 2023. It is beleieved that the problem of non-deposition of type specimens can be fully overcome when only the registration of names becomes mandatory.
